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Dear Friends,

The Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance (GPCA) celebrated 26 years strong in 2024. Founded in
1995 out of a grassroots effort to save the Garfield Park Conservatory, the largest cultural institution
on the West Side, which had fallen into disrepair and was in danger of being closed. A founding
principle of the Alliance was that a revitalized Conservatory should use its resources to positively
impact the quality of life for residents of Garfield Park. 

GPCA remains dedicated to providing educational, cultural and enriching experiences for Garfield
Park, Chicagoans and all who visit. We have engaged with children, families, and visitors of all ages
and abilities with relevant programming highlighting the unique and extraordinary relationships
between plants and people in a place like no other in the world. 

In 2024, we welcomed 323,260 visitors to the Conservatory & Gardens. This positions the
Conservatory & Gardens as one of the top 10 most visited Chicago cultural institutions.
This 24% increase over pre-pandemic visitor traffic shows us that the demand is high for connecting
with nature across our 12 acres of indoor and outdoor gardens in Garfield Park. 

We hope you enjoy this recap of the 2024 activities and programs. As we look ahead, we are
thrilled to move forward with major capital improvements including the reopening of the new $10M
Elizabeth Morse Genius Children’s Garden in the fall of 2025, completion of the grant funded
renovations to the Conservatory’s lobby and completion of the outdoor Child Wild Garden in 2026.
Bringing these investments to the gardens helps enhance the wellness of the Garfield Park community
and makes Chicago a more equitable and sustainable city.

Together, we can shine as a sparkling jewel on the West Side and become the most inclusive campus
for nature education in the nation. Thank you for being part of our future and celebrating the power
of nature here under glass and in the ten acres of outdoor gardens. We are beyond grateful for our
community. Thank you to all our supporters, partners, volunteers, and visitors for helping us grow
and embracing a new chapter here in the gardens.

With sincere gratitude,

Jennifer Van Valkenburg 
President & CEO, Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance

THANK YOU



The Most Inclusive Campus
for Nature Education

Be the nation’s most inclusive campus for nature
education through the accessibility and
inclusivity of public engagement and nature
education programs to ensure everyone feels
welcome and has an equitable experience.
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43
Commitment to
Community

Implement the
recommendations of our
Community Engagement
Logic Model by establishing
a Community Advisory
Board, Youth Advisory
Council, Web Community
Corner and Complimentary
Community Membership.

No Longer a Hidden Gem

Successfully complete construction of 3
major projects (EMG Children’s Garden;
Child Wild Exploration Garden; Lobby
Refresh) and ensure operations, staff,
programs, fundraising, and marketing
support growth of annual attendance from
325,000 to 500,000 by 2028.
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2024-2026 
Strategic Plan Goals

5
Build a Long
Range Master Plan

With input from all
stakeholders, review existing
Campus Framework Plan and
establish new master plan to
support continued growth in
visitation and programming as
well as advance investment in
East Garfield Park.

Build the
Alliance

Invest in staff, board
members and volunteers,
leaning into the
organization’s culture of
creativity, inclusivity,
accountability and efficacy.

Guiding the strategic vision of the Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance's mission to
change lives through the power of nature.



CAPITAL INVESTMENTS

2024 Milestones

Construction is underway on the indoor EMG Children’s
Garden and we expect to re-open in the fall of 2025!
Thank you for your patience over the last few years as
we have worked to bring this $10M project to fruition.
The outpouring of trust and generous support has been
inspiring. The new incredible, accessible EMG
Children’s Garden will bring vital resources to the
community including:

Year-round, indoor state-of-the-art nature play
space
ADA accessible spiral ramp 
Dedicated space for those with sensory processing
disorders plus low-sensory visiting hours
Community hours for West Side families, Member
hours
A new slide and epic climber, specifically designed
for us, plus a new toddler area and Art & Nature
Gallery
Free nature education programming
A new family restroom 
A welcoming, engaging environment that inspires
curiosity and fosters the next generation of nature
champions - and so much more!

EMG CHILDREN’S GARDEN

Construction for the upcoming Child Wild Garden is
underway, slated to open in 2026! Designed for
children ages 0-16 and caregivers, complementing
the indoor EMG Children’s Garden and the outdoor
Play & Grow Garden. Together, these three
intentional spaces will help us become the most
inclusive campus for nature education in the US. 

CHILD WILD EXPLORATION GARDEN



COMMUNITY AT THE CONSERVATORY

URBAN AGRICULTURE RESOURCES
The Train the Trainer workshop series, piloted in
2023, helps 10 local gardeners  (8 participants plus 2
mentors) share knowledge and support community
gardens across the city. 100% of participants shared
they increased their content knowledge and confidence
in leading others in: garden planning, growing
seedlings, building raised beds, amending soil, direct
sowing, and transplanting seedlings.

COMMUNITY ADVISORY BOARD
We welcomed a new cohort of our Community
Advisory Board (CAB). CAB launched in June of
2022 and is comprised of 10 dedicated individuals
who live, work or own businesses on the West Side
of Chicago. They work in tandem with GPCA's
Community Engagement Manager to ensure
community input is infused with all our work. 

ACCESSIBILITY
Our commitment to inclusivity shines brighter each year and we are
thrilled to be KultureCity Sensory Inclusive Certified!  Now, our trained
staff can provide sensory bags which are available to borrow during your
visit. KultureCity is a leading nonprofit dedicated to making spaces more
accessible for individuals with sensory needs. Together, we’re
enhancing experiences to be more welcoming for all. 

We grew, harvested and donated 1,713 pounds of
produce - 21% more than 2023! Donation partners
include the Garfield Park Community Council’s
Neighborhood Market, Breakthrough Fresh Market and
West Humboldt Farmers Market. We also propagate and
donate seedlings to help other community-based
organizations jumpstart their seasonal growing operations.



URBAN ROOTS 
TEEN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PROGRAM

students completed
additional internships (5

greenhouse and 2
beekeeping interns)

7
served on the first Youth

Advisory Council to develop
more teen-focused opportunities

at the Conservatory

7
students enrolled

per session
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[Urban Roots] made me realize that I’m capable of doing things
that I thought I wasn’t capable of before, like leadership. This

program really helped bring that side of me out. 

IN 2024: 

- a student who joined the program in summer 2024

100% reported opportunities for leadership development
93% reported strong and positive relationships with adults at the Conservatory
80% reported increased their knowledge of plant and environmental science
87% reported greater awareness of the benefits of nature to their physical health &
fitness, mental health, and emotional well-being
80% reported a stronger connection to nature and environmental justice issues
80% reported an increase of knowledge and skills to pursue green/environmental
career paths
80% reported an increase in social capital



URBAN ROOTS 
TEEN ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PROGRAM

Urban Roots Environmental Justice Program for West Side Teens engages local high
school students in paid job skills training at the Conservatory, STEAM education centered
on plants and conservation, social emotional learning, and leadership development.
Throughout the program we focus on building resilient young people through positive and
lasting relationships with nature and work to broaden their awareness of environmental
justice issues and how to advocate for change.

The West Side has one of the city’s highest jobless rates for youth ages 16-24 (54.5%),
underscoring the need to provide young people with practical experience and skills needed
to enter and succeed in the workplace. 

Urban Roots is offered in 3 sessions throughout the year: a six-week summer intensive (120
hours of programming) in which students gain significant hands-on urban agriculture
training in our outdoor gardens, and fall and spring after-school programs (42 hours of
programming each) that immerse students in a STEAM curriculum that prepares them to
provide tours and interpretation of the Conservatory to the visiting public, while exploring a
range of topics. Urban Roots creates a safe, supportive environment for young people to
build community and engage in social-emotional development and impactful learning
opportunities.

ABOUT THE PROGRAM



Chicago Visitors

40%

West Side Visitors

6%

Total 2024 Visitors to the
Garfield Park Conservatory

& Gardens
323,260 Increase from 2019

(pre-pandemic)

24%

2024 ATTENDANCE

Welcomed visitors from
all 50 US states

50



People served
at Community

Outreach
Events

1,441

participated in
free family
programs

16,208
Urban Roots

Environmental
Justice Teens

employed 

18
School children
served on field

trips

12,597

Adults served with
nature education

programs,
workshops and

events

4,330
Total volunteer

hours served by
205 volunteers

6,459

increase in overall
engagement of
youth & families

from 2023 to 2024

8%

increase in adult
program

participation from
2023 to 2024

12%

lbs of produce
donated; 21%

more than 2023's
harvest

1,713
Daffodils planted in

Garfield Park

2,500 Annual Flower Shows
(Spring, Summer,

Winter) with
educational

interpretation

3
Tulip bulbs given
to the community

and members

10,000+

OUR IMPACT - BY THE NUMBERS



Financials
July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

TOTAL
DONORS

1,669

MEMBERS +
INDIVIDUAL

DONORS

1,387 

COMMUNITY
MEMBERSHIPS
(LAUNCHED IN

2024)

87

DONOR
RETENTION

RATE

42%

Nature Education & Public Programs
59%

Administration
28%

Fundraising
13%

EXPENSE SUMMARY

REVENUE SUMMARY

31%

16%20%

19%

3%

11%

Individuals

Foundations & Corporations

Chicago Park District

Fundraising Events

Private Event Rental Share

Government Grants



THANK YOU to Our 2023-2024 
Members, Donors, Partners and Volunteers!

$750,000 – $2,000,000
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust 
 TIF Funding
 DCEO State of IL 

$100,000 – $500,000
Anonymous (2)
Builders Initiative
Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation
IMC Chicago Charitable Foundation
Invest For Kids
Paul A. Levy and Mia Park
The Nancy Dee Brandes and Dee Family Foundation
The Wilson Family Foundation

$25,000 – $50,000
Annie Grossman
Anonymous (2)
Bank of America
The DeBock Eccles Foundation
GCM Grosvenor
Peoples Gas
Polsinelli
Tanya and Michael Polsky
Prince Charitable Trusts
Estate of Dr. Gwendolyn D. Rogers
Sacks Family Foundation
John A. Shea

$10,000 – $24,999
Anonymous
Mary Clare and Joe Bonaccorsi
Escamilla Rapson Family
William Escamilla
Franklin Philanthropic Foundation
Samuel and Ann Mencoff
John W. Rogers Jr.
Steve and Mary Jo Schuler
Michael and Liz Slovitt
William Blair and Company

EMG Children’s Garden Capital Campaign
$5,000 – $9,999
Anonymous
Ann Marie Arden
David Bacon and Nancy Silver
Bank of America
Alan M. Bell 
Carlene Blumenthal
The Higgs Family Foundation
Diana Palomar
Amy Rule and Rahm Emanuel
Jennifer and Bob Van Valkenburg

$1,000 – $4,999
Anonymous
Michael Alter
Allison Bacon
Christine Betsill
Sara and Luke Blanshard
Todd Brazda
Julian Caracotsio
Barbara A. Carney and Paul F. Engleman
William Carroll
Chicago Trading Company
Thomas Ehrhart
Laura Ferrell
Jack and Sandra Guthman
Anna Haghgooie
Vanessa Hall
John and Clarice Harris 
Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation 
Brian Hindman
Alexander Itkin and Miriam Novack
Jocarno Fund
Henry Krasnow
Marla Kreindler
Reggie and Miriam Moore
Gina and Terry Mullen
Blair Price
Daniel Restrepo
Aaron and Diana Robinson
Gabrielle and Nick Sainati
Peter Schlossman
April Sedall
Erika Summers
Karl Vogel
Amanda Williams and Jason Burns



$500 - $999
George Bailly
Linda Brummer-Welsh and Michael Welsh
Amy Carbone
Meghan Connett
Dwayne Corcoran
Lynn Gendleman and Dr. Mark Gendleman
Dr. Betsy Gidwitz
Kendal Gladish
Gail Holmberg
Benjamin Ilhardt
Kris Johnson
Elizabeth T. Kane
Marla Kreindler
The Lumpkin Family Foundation
Shari & Bill Massey
Mary K. Nelson
Karena Nelson
William T. Rice and Janice Woodruff
Julia Sarron
Jessica and Bryan Wain
Eugene Wedoff
Sean Wolter
Kara Yokley
Michele Zucker

$250 – $499
Matthew Adams
Mary and Robert Bacon
Pamela Bergson
Suzanne Bessette-Smith
Birds on a Cable, LLC
Geoffrey B. Bloom
Jane and Thomas Both
Centerpoint
Nancy Ann Crabtree
Ken Davis
Stan Dolasinski
Lorrie Elliot
Matthew Ephraim
Mary C. Galligan
Michael L. Gelber
James P. Goodridge and Joan Riley
Caitlin Hagedorn
Nancy Hines
Sarah Holden
Barbara Hopkins
Mark D. Hudson and Russell Johnson
Margaret Hughes
Claire Jadin
Susan Johnson

Lisa Katz
Marcy Komocsar
Edward Kozak
Kevin Longstreth
Saul Marchan
Djana Martin
Patrick and Lora McGuire
Katharine O’Connor
Katie Panning
John and Donna T. Patterson
Justin Peart
Patti and Chris Plagge
Kristin Pollock
Gene H. Price
Marilyn Richards-Jackson
Mark Richman
Julia and Gene Robinson
Adena Rose
Mary and John Splude
Jennifer Stanovich
Adam Stein
Peter Vale
Christy Van Brunt
David J. Varnerin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wagner
Barbara Weiner
Carolyn Williams-Meza

$1 – $249
Anonymous
Rachel M. Abajian 
David Abell  
Paula Adams  
Conrad Akier  
Joslyn Allison  
Sue Altmann  
Carol Anderson
Robert and Emily Anderson  
Emilia Arellano  
Saba Ayman-Nolley  
Patrick Bader
Alexandra Barabanova
Katherine Barnash
Brittany Barnes
Claire Bartlett
Sierra Bartlett  
Marie T. Bartolotta  
Elizabeth Basile  
Jennifer Bathgate  
Debbie Becker  
Emily Beckman  
Jim Beckwith  

Jennifer Bell
Ellen Bell  
Brandon Belle
Ari Bendersky
Carol Bernstein
Sean Bernstein
Anjali Bidani
Ann and Gerald Bjurman
Claire Blakemore  
Bernard and Nancy Blayer
Ada Bleecker
Cori Blum  
Greg and Martha Blus
Cecilia Boomer
Mary L. Borysewicz  
Sue G. Boyer and Ken Boyer
Liliana Bradford  
Anna Brazel
Richard and Patricia Brey
Kathrina Briones  
Jelene Britten  
Judy A. Brooks  
Tonya and Montel Brooks  
Ahmmad Brown
Carol Jean Brown
Jeffrey Brown and Ashley Phillips
Janet Brown  
Danita Browne  
Nancy Bubula  
Nancy Buik  
Nora Burgess  
Candace Butera
Robin Butler  
Rachel Cahan  
Sheila Cahnman  
Brian Cahoon
Gloria Callaci  
Susan Camasta  
Mary Carlson  
Nicole Carlson  
James Carper  
Rosemary and Robert Carroll
William Carroll
Eileen Carruthers  
Connie Catellani  
Charissa Chao
M. Pilar Charmoli  
Judith Chrisman  
Irene Clancy  
Jennifer Clar  
Melissa Clark  
Sheila Clark  



Tim and Erin Classen
Alexandra Coffee
Erica Colangelo  
Rebecca Coleman  
Ruby Collins  
Claire Connelly  
Maia Connors  
Diane Coral
Edward Corcoran
Lacey Cordero  
Colin Cordes  
Carole J. Cosimano
Kat Crawford  
Julie Cross
Annette D’Anna
Karen Daniels  
Shelby Daniel-Wayman  
Judy Dasgupta and Dr. Tapas Dasgupta
Rupa Datta
Laura Davies  
Ken Davis
Dwayne Davis  
Al De Reu
Patrick and Pamela E. Deady
Renee DeFour 
Valeria Del Villar
Michelle and Chris DeMent  
Elizabeth Denholm  
Alisa DePedro
Samantha Deuchler  
Jami DeVolver  
Julie Dietz  
Kathryn Dittemore  
Kenneth Dossett  
Sasha Doyle-Weiss
Christina Drouet
Daniel Duan  
Ryan Duffy
Stephanie Dufresne  
Marjorie Dugrot
Lee and Rebecca Edwards
Sarah Edwards 
Trina and Paul Eifert
Mitsubishi Electric 
Kelsey Elliott 
Betsy Elsaesser
Arthur Elstein
Michael Ericksen 
Danielle Estes 
Roberta G. Evans
 

Boo Fagan
Noble Family  
James Farillo  
Marilyn B. Ferdinand  
Barbara Ferguson
Kathleen Fieweger  
Mark Finger  
Sarah Follmer  
Brice Ford
Emma Frankel  
Gerald Freedman
David Freeman  
Catherine Friedman
Jeremy Frisch and Allison Channon
Meghan Fritz  
Christopher Fry
Carolyn and Lawrence Gaber
Paul N. Garcy
Martin Gawne  
Rebecca and David Gemperle  
Christy Gerges
Rami Ghannam  
Crystal Givens  
Margaret Givhan  
Patricia A. Glatz
Alison Glickman
Cecilia Goertzen
Mary Gorman  
Vidya Govind  
Erica and Dale G. Granchalek
Jennifer Grant 
Maureen Graves 
Tilo Greenbaum 
Carol Greene
Joyce M. Greening
Emily Gregor 
Kate Grossman 
Dave Gucciardi 
Gail Gudmundsen 
Heidi Gustard 
Arthur Hansen
Pamela Hartnell 
Emily Hathcoat 
Harriet Hausman 
Tara Havlicek 
Kaleen Healey 
Ann Heaton
Marissa Heffler
Carole Heiman-Kezios
Esther Helding 

  

Kathleen Henrikson  
Elizabeth Hereford  
Dr. Valerie Herr
Joyce Hill and Liz Schultz
Debbra Hill  
Raschele Himalaya  
Juan Hindo  
Greg Hinz  
Denice Hizel  
Ashley Holman
Raymond Holpuch  
Alan Hommerding
Kitty Hopper  
Jeremy Hornik  
Lizabeth Huey  
Jocelyn Hurley  
Syed Husain 
Ruth A. Huston  
Peter Irwin  
Christine Ivy
Chris Jabin
Kristine and Daniel James
Jennifer Jankowski  
Nora Jaskowiak
Ryan Jensen  
Cheryl Johns
Bari Johnson
Holly Johnson  
Klare Johnson  
Marta Johnson  
Sandra Johnson  
Sarah Johnson  
Betsy Johnston
Emma Juettner  
Ben Kaczmarski
May Kaewken  
Fasukuwa Kamanda  
Philip Kaplan  
Devorah Kaufman  
Sheila Keeshin  
Leroy H. Keiser
Emily Keller  
Janet Keller  
Zach Kelly
Magdalena Kipiniak  
Ryan Kirby  
Matthew Klinger  
Bruce Klink
Mary E. Kmet
Sherri Kovar and Mary Jean Kraybill
Poornima Krodel



Chris Lambert
Dirk and Mary B. Landis
Mia Lansford  
Cindy Larson
Janet Lawrence
Diane Lawrence  
James Lee  
Alexa Lee-Hassan
Jonathan Levin  
Lawrence Lindisch 
Sarah Litow  
Amanda Logan
Julie and Daniel Long
Brian Lowenberg
Kevin Lustrip  
Sabrina Lynch  
Jaquelin Lynn  
Kathleen Macko
Alexander Mailhot-Beutel
Krista Majewski
Thomas Mallidi
Steve and Joan Marasovish  
Janet Martin
Maggie and Mario E. Martinez  
Doretta Marwin  
Lee Mason
Philip Matsikas  
Allie Mattingly
Tracy Mayfield  
Elly McCarthy  
Kevin McDonald  
Anne McDonough
Mary McInnis  
Mary Kate McIntyre  
Katherine McMillen  
Mary McPolin
Lisa McWeeny  
Jean Mellinger
Melissa Meredith 
Diane Meyer  
Melissa Mickey  
Walter and Leslie Mikol
Laura Milewski
Chris Miller
Dan Miller  
Kimberly Miller  
Ellen Moderhack  
Pat Monnelly  
Aida S. Montano
Catherine Morris
Samantha Mowrer 
Gale Munson  

Carolyn Murray
Cecelia Myers
Todd Nadenichek  
Ximena Narvaja
Sarah Nash  
Donald Nekrosius  
Lisa and Victor Neneroff 
Katherine Nolan  
Franklin Nussbaum  
Katherine O`Brien  
Mary O’Connell 
Virginia O’Malley  
Nathaniel Orr-Depner  
Kelsey Orsini  
Tammy Owins  
Tania Pacheco  
Lakshmi Palakurthy  
Jessica Pasato  
Mehul and Reema Patel
Maria and Kenneth Peterson
Jeff Petertil  
Elizabeth Phelan  
Elizabeth B. Phillips
Gina Piccioni  
Irene and James Pillars
Joan Pomaranc  
Maureen and Larry Powers
Margaret Pratt  
Dr. Richard Prinz and Mrs. Lori Prinz
Jennifer Ptak
Brian Quistberg
Therese Radke
Preethi Raghupatruni  
Arnold Randall
Terri Reardon
Melody Reels  
Ashley Remegi
Teresa Reuter
Kathleen Rice
Noma Richardson  
Sharon Ricksecker Brauer
Patricia Rink  
Elena Rizzo  
Joanne Rizzo  
Karen Roddie  
Angela Roderick
Matthew Rodgers  
Diane Rodriguez
Victoria Rodriguez  
Renee Roeschley

Julie Rose  
Robert Rosen  
Susan Rosendahl
Laura Rosholt 
Max Rothstein  
Andrew Rowe
Eunita Rushing  
Tanya Sadagopan  
Beth and Ralph Sair
Diane Sakai-Furuta  
Aaron Schaer
Brian and Susan Schanning
Ellen Schubert  
Jenn Schumacher  
Andrea Schwartz
Susan H. Schwartz and Charles P. Schwartz
Carrie Schwarz
Janet Seefeldt  
Rich Sekulovski  
Mary Senn  
Gina Sennello  
Julie Shapiro
Jeanine Sheehan
Rachel Sheinkop  
Jason Sheperis
Cara Sherrard Blesch
Karen Shimmin
Edie Showel  
Carol Shuford
Ellen Shwatal  
Alina Sigmond
Leslie B. Simon
Annie Simpson
Linda Simpson  
Lindsay Sisti  
Wan Situ
Ranell Sleman  
Barbara Slivnick
Meika Slotsema  
Mairita Smiltars  
Abigail Smith
Erin Smock  
Haris Sofradzija  
Emily Souza Rutkowski
Mary Spyropolous 
Jean Stapleton and Krista Friedman
Katherine Steere  
Mary L. Stewart



Marie Stringer and Jameson Zaerr
Tom and Betsy Stringer  
Amy Strong
Mosmi Surati  
Dominic Surya  
Joseph and Laura Svik  
Kenneth Swiatkowski and Valerie L Schoen
Aurora Taber and Kevin Plattner
Lynn and Thomas Taylor
Rose Taylor
Vernell Taylor
Brad Teckenbrock
Dr. Poonam Thaker
Lois and Brian Thiessen Love
Caroline Thomas
Jeanette Thomas 
Jesse Thomas  
Gail Thompson  
Megan Thompson  
Rodney E. Thompson and Carol Thompson  
Stephanie Thompson  
Janine Tollestrup  
Alma Torret
Brenda Tudor
Neal Ungerleider  
Maureen Vachta  
Barbara VanScoyoc
Mary and Jim Vieregg  
Beth Vlerick
Elizabeth Wakefield-Connell
Bonnie L. Wallace

Ann Wallis
Madeleine Walsh and Benjamin Balskus
Justin Ware 
Lydia Wasniewski  
Benjamin J. Weber
Karen Webster
Gary and Marilyn Wenzel
Emily Weseman
Kristina White  
Sarah White  
Michael and Margaret Wierzbicki
Rebecca Willard  
Ann Williams
Hope Williams  
Trinisa Williams  
Megan Williams-Freimel  
Larry Wise  
Virginia Witucke
Andy Xiao
Lori Yoder  
Josh Yomtoob  
Susan Zabriskie  
Alanna Zaritz
Judy Zollner  
Dorothy and Dan Zukoski  
Claire Zulkey  

$40,000-199,999
Anonymous Fund of Central Indiana Community Foundation
Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE) 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation

$25,000 – $39,999
Anonymous 
Bank of America Foundation 
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund 
Make It Better Foundation
PNC Foundation
Sacks Family Foundation

Corporations, Foundations and Government

$15,000 to $24,999
After School Matters 
ComEd
Empty Bottle Presents LLC
Illinois Arts Council Agency
IMC Chicago Charitable Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Bank



$10,000 to $14,999
Adobe, INC.
Amazon
Dr. Scholl Foundation 
The Malkin Family
The Lefkofsky Family Foundation
Marshall and Jamee Field Family Fund
National Endowment for the Arts 
Peoples Gas 
William Blair and Company

$5,000 to $9,999
ABC7
Ariel Investments
The Bluhm Family Charitable Foundation
Chiditarod Foundation
Frank G. and Gertrude Dunlap Fund
JMB Insurance
Jocarno Fund
Wintrust Bank

$1,000 to $4,999
Alford Group
Anonymous 
Chicago Bulls
CIBC Bank
Enterprise Holdings
Euromonitor International
Fifth Third Bank
Motorola Solutions Foundation
Ms. Catwalk
Onyx Strategic Partners
Rebecca & Jacquelyn Raymond Foundation
ServiceMaster by Zaba
Vera Creative
The Will Group

$500 to $999
Associated Bank
Best Bees
Jacob Beidler and Deborah Witzburg Charitable Foundation
The Brattle Group
Cisco Meraki
Deloitte
Invenergy
ION Group 
McDonalds
Northern Trust Company
Rework LLC
Salesforce
Synchrony Financial
Taylor Farms 

$240 to $499
Exelon Corporation
Google
Grubhub

$25,000 to $50,000
The Nancy Dee Brandes and Dee Family Foundation
Cheryl Rogers

$10,000 to $14,999
Anonymous
Elinor Escamilla
William Escamilla

$5,000 to $9,999
Alan M. Bell
Tina Hinton
Mark D. Hudson and Russell Johnson
Diana Palomar
Julie and Kenny Sacks
Matt Vanderzee

Individuals



$500 to $999
Gerald W. Adelmann
Brittany Basler 
Sonya Bearden
Linda Brummer-Welsh and Michael Welsh
Kristopher Brown and Jacqueline Ivey-Brown
Lisa Centone-Curci
Nathaniel P. Clapp
Edward Dumoulin
Eliza and Timothy Earle
Sharon Feigon
Gwyn Friend
Jerry Gudauskas
John Harris
Douglas Hoerr
Barbara Hopkins
Barbara Ann Huyler
Mariana Ingersoll

$1,000 to $4,999
Anonymous (3)
Sandra Jo Allen and S. James Perlow
Richard Assmus and Leah Welty
David Bacon and Nancy Silver
David and Nicole Berger
Sara and Luke Blanshard
Johnny Boucher 
Connie Catellani
Jayne Daniel
Laura Ferrell
William B. Hinchliff
Betsy and Jeffrey Kushen
Michelle Mellea and Thomas Inglin
Kay and Robert Merrick
Gina and Terry Mullen 
John Raffetto 
Aaron and Diana Robinson
Julia Robinson
Paul and Terri Schroeder 
Geoffrey Smith and Catherine Stewart
Alexander Tievsky and Jeffrey Paulatti
Edward and D’Anne Tonn
Eugene Wedoff
Tiffanie Yau

Megan Jeyifo
Shannon Kelly
Evelyn Lamb
Ashley Rhett Lindsay
Katherine Laggos
Lee Mason
Jennifer McColloch
Wanda and Kevin McDonald
Katherine Morsbach
Nancy Needles and Arne Rode
Andrew Nieland
Virginia Olsen
Carolyn Pereira
Kathleen and John Roberts
Diane Sakai-Furuta
Jim Sadowski
Judy and Tom Scorza
Rachel Sherman 
Mosmi Surati
Peter Vale
Jennifer and Bob Van Valkenburg
Christina Vasilakis

$240 to $499
Rufus Barner
Suzanne Bessette-Smith
Jennifer Bell 
Richard Bingham
Staci Black 
Becky Bloom
Christy Bloom
Del Cahill
SeFok and Joyce M. Chan
Susan Chaplik
Avis Crasko 
Eric Davis
Ken Davis
Jill and Robert Delaney
Vera Douma
Ryan Duffy
Lorrie Elliot
Debra Evans
Gerald Freedman
Jana French
Ezra Friedman
Samuel Fox and Avi Handelsman
Martin Gawne
Michael L. Gelber



Kevin J. Geijer
Maria La Giglia
John and Julie Hansen 
Kaleen Healey
Ann Heaton
Anna Haghooie
Jeffrey Hubbell
Rose M. Houston
Tyler Hutton
Kathryn and Larry Hymson
Marianne Kozlowski
Kathleen Kirn and David Levinson
Kevin Lada
Sara and Steven Loevy 
David and Carolyn May
Cynthia Matthews
Niki Mazaroli
Dean Mitchell
Robert E. Nied Jr.
Maria and Michael Ochs

Accertify
Associated Bank
Bank of America
Brattle 
Deloitte 
Elara Engineering
Greencorp 
Guggenheim 
Ion Trading 
Mediaocean
Motorola 
Northern Trust
PNC 
Ray Grahm
Rework
Rush
Salesforce 
Showpad
Synchrony Financial
Taylor Farms
UIC – College of Pharmacy
VA Hospital

Volunteer Group PartnersAl Raby High School
Breakthrough Urban Ministries
Community Leadership Fellows
Chicago Arts & Music Project
Chicago West Community Music Center
Earth’s Remedies
Garfield Park Advisory Council
Garfield Park Community Council
Garfield Park Rite to Wellness
Inspiration Kitchens
Lawndale Pop Up Spot
New Mission Temple Church
Peace Runners
Revolution Workshop
West Humboldt Farmers Market
Westside Cultural Alliance
Westside Rising
Westside United

Community Partners

aba
ABC 7 Chicago
Beatrix
Beyond Catering
Big Fat Cookies
Boxed Water
Cream
Douglas J. Aveda Institue
Eli’s Cheesecake 
Ēma
Funky Chunky
Heritage
Lillian Augusta
Luna Bay Booch Co. 
Marz Brewing 
Nebula 9
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Rubbermaid
TruFru
Uncle Nearest 

In-Kind Partners

Jim Pawelski
Rohan Panchal
Rebecca Perreault
Christine Pope
Harper Reed
Kathleen Rice
Elizabeth Rochford
Deborah Rogers
Susan H. Schwartz and Charles P. Schwartz
Gail Schumann
Jeanine Sheehan
Melissa and Robert Sloat
Sabine Sobek
Mary Spyropolous
Dana Lee Sterbens and Bill Sterbens
Lynn and Kevin Sutton
Margaret and Donald Swanton
Deanna Ver Steeg
Jessica and Bryan Wain
Melissa Wiss



Leadership

BOARD OFFICERS
John Harris, Chair
Mary Clare Bonaccorsi, Vice Chair
Peter Schlossman, Secretary
Kristin McLaurin, Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS
David Bacon
Cornell Barnett
Jason Campbell
Wilonda Cannon
Elinor Escamilla
Megan Jeyifo
Paul Labonne
Paul Levy
Reggie Moore
Mary Nelson
Diana Palomar
Andrew Spatafora
Erika Summers
Amanda Williams

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
Cathy Breitenbach – Director of Natural
Resources, Chicago Park District
Mary Eysenbach – Director of
Conservatories, Chicago Park District
Jennifer Van Valkenburg – President & CEO,
Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance

Board of Directors

Briahna Gatlin – CEO & Principal Publicist, Swank PR & Media Relations
Specialist, TEN35  
Ashley Goggins – Director of Professional Learning Products, EL Education 
Jasmin Graham – Director of Student & Partner Success, Christ the King Jesuit
College Prep & Founder, Spiritchill Wellness. 
Corey Dooley Johnson – Entrepreneur, Community Corey LLC & Community
Ecosystem Coordinator, Project Exploration. 
Jermaine Harris – District Field Lieutenant, Chicago Police Department & Co-
Founder, Community Leadership Fellows (CLF) & Vice Chairman of Racial
Profiling Prevention and Data Oversight Board, State of Illinois 
Calice Robins – Treasury Advisor, BMO Harris Bank  
Eve Shapiro – Sr. Director of Programs and Evaluation, West Side United 
Vivian Radford – Accountant, Resident 
Trinisa Williams – CEO & Chef, Trini's Tasty Pastries
Metasha Young – Chicago Police Department, CLF Alumni 

Community Advisory Board

PRESIDENT & CEO
Jennifer Van Valkenburg

DIRECTORS
Tonya Brooks – Director of Finance and Administration
Keta Glenn – Director of Nature Education
Marie Stringer – Director of Development & Communications
Mattie Wilson – Senior Director of Public Engagement

Staff Leadership Team

HONORARY MEMBERS
Teresa M. Alvarez
Levette Haynes
Alan Lindquist
Jacqueline McKay
Margo Morris
Dr. Gwendolyn Rogers*
Karen Seamen
John A. Shea*
Scott Sonoc
Gail Thompson
*Deceased



GET INVOLVED

VISIT
300 N. Central Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60624

Wednesday 10am-8pm 
Thursday – Sunday 10am-5pm 
Closed Monday and Tuesday

garfieldconservatory.org
visitors@garfieldpark.org
773-638-1766

VOLUNTEER GIVE
Plant yourself here. Learn
more about ongoing or
corporate group opportunities. 

volunteering@garfieldpark.org

Support the power of
equitable nature access
with a membership, annual
fund gift, event
sponsorship and more.

donations@garfieldpark.org

https://www.google.com/maps/place/300+N+Central+Park+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60624/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x880e32b7f3180569:0x279e9dcbd4d362d2?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwipr9KLso3OAhVs0YMKHetFB9UQ8gEILTAC
https://www.google.com/maps/place/300+N+Central+Park+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60624/@41.8864959,-87.7200107,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e32b7f3180569:0x279e9dcbd4d362d2!8m2!3d41.8864959!4d-87.717822

