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2025-2026
Strategic Plan Goals

Guiding the strategic vision of the Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance's mission to
change lives through the power of nature.

No Longer a Hidden Gem

Successfully complete construction of 3
major projects (EMG Children’s Garden;
Child Wild Exploration Garden; Lobby
Refresh) and ensure operations, staff,
programs, fundraising, and marketing
support growth of annual attendance from

325,000 to 500,000 by 2028.

Commitment to
Community

Implement the
recommendations of our
Community Engagement
Logic Model by establishing
a Community Advisory
Board, Youth Advisory
Council, Web Community
Corner and Complimentary
Community Membership.

The Most Inclusive Campus
for Nature Education

Be the nation’s most inclusive campus for nature

education through the accessibility and
inclusivity of public engagement and nature
education programs to ensure everyone feels

Build the
Alliance

Invest in staff, board
members and volunteers,
leaning into the
organization’s culture of
creativity, inclusivity,

accountability and efficacy.

welcome and has an equitable experience.

Build a Long
Range Master Plan

With input from all
stakeholders, review existing
Campus Framework Plan and
establish new master plan to
support continued growth in
visitation and programming as
well as advance investment in
East Garfield Park.



2025 Milestones

EMG CHILDREN’S GARDEN

Construction of the reimagined Elizabeth Morse Genius Children’s Garden is complete, and we
hosted preview days with local schools! Designed with inclusion at its heart, the new EMG
Children’s Garden elevates the Garfield Park Conservatory & Gardens as one of the nation’s most
accessible and welcoming nature campuses.

This innovative 6,000-square-foot garden transforms how Chicago connects children to nature and
blends play, science and imagination to offer free, accessible opportunities for exploration,
discovery and joy in nature - from the Curiosity Canopy to the Art and Nature Gallery, each area
encourages creativity, exploration and connection to the natural world.



COMMUNITY AT THE CONSERVATORY

ACCESSIBILITY

In early 2025, GPCA provided staff with an option to learn American
Sign Language through the Lingvano app. About half of our public-
facing staff are actively learning ASL to be more inclusive to visitors
who use ASL to communicate. In addition, every single flower show
and heritage highlight was in both English and Spanish: establishing
bi-lingual signage as a standard at the Conservatory going forward.

URBAN AGRICULTURE RESOURCES

10

West Side gardeners
particpated in Train

968

Plants given away to
West Side residents

1,749

Vegetable and flower

seedlings given to

the Trainer West Side gardeners

We grew, harvested and donated 2,328 pounds of
produce! Donation partners include the Garfield Park
Community Council’s Neighborhood Market,
Breakthrough Fresh Market and West Humboldt Farmers
Market. We also propagate and donate seedlings to help
other community-based organizations jumpstart their
seasonal growing operations.

MUSIC UNDER GLASS

We hosted three Music Under Glass concerts this
summer featuring Dreamer Isioma, Mykele Deville
and Son Monarcas, three powerful West Side artists
reshaping the sound of Chicago.

360

people attended
these concerts



PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT - ADULT PROGRAMS

MEMORY CAFE

The Memory Café is a new program GPCA piloted this year, designed to welcome anyone
experiencing memory challenges and their loved ones or caregivers. During the program,
participants go on a short, guided tour of the indoor gardens, create a nature-inspired craft, make
connections with others who experience memory challenges and caregivers, and learn about
additional resources.

The pace of the program is gentle and accessible for all attendees, and also hosted on days that
the Conservatory & Gardens is closed to the public so that participants can have a calm
experience.

We’re very lucky to have many sensory elements here: fragrant flowers, the smell of the earthy soil,
the sounds of the waterfalls, leaves of different textures. These sensory experiences are
intentionally included experiences in the guided tours for this program as they can help evoke
long-term memories that might otherwise be locked away.



We're also grateful for our partnership with the City of Chicago’s
Department of Family and Social Services and the Chinese
American Service League to make the Memory Café a reality.
These organizations have been wonderful partners, and help
provide further resources & support to the program participants —
thanks to their guidance, GPCA has successfully run two memory
cafés with very positive responses from participants.

We hope to increase the number of Memory Cafés throughout the
year and increase participation. We understand that our program is
not a replacement for medical care, but we are happy to provide a
space to experience nature, art, movement, and community building
for those in need of care and caring for loved ones.



NATURE EDUCATION - FAMILY PROGRAMS

3 4 200+

Library CPL branches Partner schools who Families who
(Douglass, Legler, and Daley) previewed the EMG attended Winter
who had librarians come out to Children’s Garden Wonderland

do storytime with families programming

URBAN ROOTS TEEN ENVIRONMENTAL

JUSTICE PROGRAM

14 90% 20

Current graduating seniors Program retention Students on the
waitlist for the
program



URBAN ROOTS TEEN ENVIRONMENTAL

JUSTICE PROGRAM: MEET LONDON

London Ruffin

London Ruffin is one of our Senior Leaders in Urban Roots and she
is our first student to graduate from the program that has been with
Urban Roots Environmental Justice Program since freshman year.

What will you miss about Urban Roots?

“ All the connections with people at the Conservatory and
having an accessible, easy to get to job to go to after school. “

What are your plans after high school?

London is planning to go to Southern lllinois Carbondale to study
Mortuary Science & Funeral Services.

Will you continue your relationship with GPC&G in
some way after graduating?

London will continue her relationship with GPCA as this was her first real
job and she loves it here!



OUR IMPACT - BY THE NUMBERS

12

10 Train the
Trainer
Gardeners + 2
Mentors

1,441

People served
at Community
Outreach
Events

2,328

Ibs of produce
donated to the
community

26

Teens
participating in the
Urban Roots
Environmental

6,700

Total volunteer hours
served by
196 individual
volunteers & 204
through group projects

11,000+

Tulip bulbs given
to the community
and members

13,283

School children
served on field
trips

2,943

Adults served with
nature education
programs,
workshops and
events

2,000+

Daffodils planted in
Garfield Park

150,638

Followers staying
connected to GPCA
on social media
platforms

13%

increase in
adult program
participation from
2024 to 2025

3

Annual Flower Shows
(Spring, Summer,
Winter) with
educational
interpretation






Financials
July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

REVENUE SUMMARY

25%

Individuals
[ Foundations & Corporations

Chicago Park District

[ Fundraising Events

[l Private Event Rental Share

B Government Grants

EXPENSE SUMMARY

Fundraising
14%

Administration
25%

Nature Education
& Public Programs
61%

1,543

TOTAL
DONORS

1,214

MEMBERS

46

COMMUNITY

MEMBERSHIPS

(LAUNCHED IN
2024)

90%
DONOR

RETENTION
RATE



THANK YOU to Our 2024-2025

Members, Donors, Partners and Volunteers!

EMG Children’s Garden Capital Campaign

$750,000 - $2,000,000

Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust
TIF Funding

DCEO State of IL

$100,000 - $500,000

Anonymous (2)

Builders Initiative

Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation

IMC Chicago Charitable Foundation

Invest For Kids

Paul A. Levy and Mia Park

The Nancy Dee Brandes and Dee Family Foundation
The Wilson Family Foundation

$25,000 - $50,000
Anonymous (2)

Bank of America

The DeBock Eccles Foundation
GCM Grosvenor

Annie Grossman

Peoples Gas

Polsinelli

Tanya and Michael Polsky
Prince Charitable Trusts

Estate of Dr. Gwendolyn D. Rogers
Sacks Family Foundation

John A. Shea

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous

Mary Clare and Joe Bonaccorsi
Escamilla Rapson Family
William Escamilla

Franklin Philanthropic Foundation
Samuel and Ann Mencoff

John W. Rogers Jr.

Steve and Mary Jo Schuler
Michael and Liz Slovitt

William Blair and Company

$5,000 - $9,999

Anonymous

Ann Marie Arden

David Bacon and Nancy Silver
Bank of America

Alan M. Bell

Carlene Blumenthal

The Higgs Family Foundation
Diana Palomar

Amy Rule and Rahm Emanuel
Jen and Bob Van Valkenburg

$1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous

Michael Alter

Allison Bacon

Christine Betsill

Sara and Luke Blanshard
Todd Brazda

Julian Caracotsio

Barbara A. Carney and Paul F. Engleman

William Carroll

Chicago Trading Company
Thomas Ehrhart

Laura Ferrell

Jack and Sandra Guthman

Anna Haghgooie

Vanessa Hall

John and Clarice Harris

Brian Hindman

Alexander ltkin and Miriam Novack
Jocarno Fund

Henry Krasnow

Marla Kreindler

Harvey L. Miller Family Foundation
Reggie and Miriam Moore

Gina and Terry Mullen

Blair Price

Daniel Restrepo

Aaron and Diana Robinson
Gabrielle and Nick Sainati

Peter Schlossman

April Sedall

Erika Summers

Karl Vogel

Amanda Williams and Jason Burns



$500 - $999
George Bailly

Linda Brummer-Welsh and Michael Welsh

Amy Carbone
Meghan Connett
Dwayne Corcoran

Lynn Gendleman and Dr. Mark Gendleman

Dr. Betsy Gidwitz

Kendal Gladish

Gail Holmberg

Benjamin llhardt

Kris Johnson

Elizabeth T. Kane

Marla Kreindler

The Lumpkin Family Foundation
Shari & Bill Massey

Mary K. Nelson

Karena Nelson

William T. Rice and Janice Woodruff
Julia Sarron

Jessica and Bryan Wain
Eugene Wedoff

Sean Wolter

Kara Yokley

Michele Zucker

$250 - $499

Matthew Adams

Mary and Robert Bacon
Pamela Bergson
Suzanne Bessette-Smith
Birds on a Cable, LLC
Geoffrey B. Bloom
Jane and Thomas Both
Centerpoint

Nancy Ann Crabtree
Ken Davis

Stan Dolasinski

Lorrie Elliot

Matthew Ephraim

Mary C. Galligan
Michael L. Gelber
James P. Goodridge and Joan Riley
Caitlin Hagedorn
Nancy Hines

Sarah Holden

Barbara Hopkins

Mark D. Hudson and Russell Johnson

Margaret Hughes
Claire Jadin
Susan Johnson

Lisa Katz

Marcy Komocsar

Edward Kozak

Kevin Longstreth

Saul Marchan

Djana Martin

Patrick and Lora McGuire
Katharine O’Connor

Katie Panning

John and Donna T. Patterson
Justin Peart

Patti and Chris Plagge
Kristin Pollock

Gene H. Price

Marilyn Richards-Jackson
Mark Richman

Julia and Gene Robinson
Adena Rose

Mary and John Splude
Jennifer Stanovich

Adam Stein

Peter Vale

Christy Van Brunt

David J. Varnerin

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wagner
Barbara Weiner

Carolyn Williams-Meza

$1 - $249
Anonymous

Rachel M. Abajian
David Abell

Paula Adams
Conrad Akier
Joslyn Allison

Sue Altmann

Carol Anderson
Robert and Emily Anderson
Emilia Arellano
Saba Ayman-Nolley
Patrick Bader
Alexandra Barabanova
Katherine Barnash
Brittany Barnes
Claire Bartlett
Sierra Bartlett

Marie T. Bartolotta
Elizabeth Basile
Jennifer Bathgate
Debbie Becker
Emily Beckman

Jim Beckwith

Jennifer Bell

Ellen Bell

Brandon Belle

Ari Bendersky

Carol Bernstein

Sean Bernstein

Anjali Bidani

Ann and Gerald Bjurman
Claire Blakemore
Bernard and Nancy Blayer
Ada Bleecker

Cori Blum

Greg and Martha Blus
Cecilia Boomer

Mary L. Borysewicz

Sue G. Boyer and Ken Boyer
Liliana Bradford

Anna Brazel

Richard and Patricia Brey
Kathrina Briones

Jelene Britten

Judy A. Brooks

Tonya and Montel Brooks
Ahmmad Brown

Carol Jean Brown
Jeffrey Brown and Ashley Phillips
Janet Brown

Danita Browne

Nancy Bubula

Nancy Buik

Nora Burgess

Candace Butera

Robin Butler

Rachel Cahan

Sheila Cahnman

Brian Cahoon

Giloria Callaci

Susan Camasta

Mary Carlson

Nicole Carlson

James Carper

Rosemary and Robert Carroll
William Carroll

Eileen Carruthers

Connie Catellani
Charissa Chao

M. Pilar Charmoli

Judith Chrisman

Irene Clancy

Jennifer Clar

Melissa Clark

Sheila Clark



Tim and Erin Classen
Alexandra Coffee
Erica Colangelo
Rebecca Coleman
Ruby Collins

Claire Connelly

Maia Connors

Diane Coral

Edward Corcoran
Lacey Cordero

Colin Cordes

Carole J. Cosimano
Kat Crawford

Julie Cross

Annette D’Anna
Karen Daniels
Shelby Daniel-Wayman

Judy Dasgupta and Dr. Tapas Dasgupta

Rupa Datta
Laura Davies
Ken Davis
Dwayne Davis
Al De Reu

Patrick and Pamela E. Deady

Renee DeFour
Valeria Del Villar
Michelle and Chris DeMent
Elizabeth Denholm
Alisa DePedro
Samantha Deuchler
Jami DeVolver

Julie Dietz

Kathryn Dittemore
Kenneth Dossett
Sasha Doyle-Weiss
Christina Drouet
Daniel Duan

Ryan Duffy
Stephanie Dufresne
Marjorie Dugrot

Lee and Rebecca Edwards
Sarah Edwards
Trina and Paul Eifert
Mitsubishi Electric
Kelsey Elliott

Betsy Elsaesser
Arthur Elstein
Michael Ericksen
Danielle Estes
Roberta G. Evans

Boo Fagan

Noble Family

James Farillo
Marilyn B. Ferdinand
Barbara Ferguson
Kathleen Fieweger
Mark Finger

Sarah Follmer

Brice Ford

Emma Frankel
Gerald Freedman
David Freeman
Catherine Friedman
Jeremy Frisch and Allison Channon
Meghan Fritz
Christopher Fry
Carolyn and Lawrence Gaber
Paul N. Garcy
Martin Gawne
Rebecca and David Gemperle
Christy Gerges

Rami Ghannam
Crystal Givens
Margaret Givhan
Patricia A. Glatz
Alison Glickman
Cecilia Goertzen
Mary Gorman

Vidya Govind

Erica and Dale G. Granchalek
Jennifer Grant
Maureen Graves
Tilo Greenbaum
Carol Greene

Joyce M. Greening
Emily Gregor

Kate Grossman
Dave Gucciardi

Gail Gudmundsen
Heidi Gustard

Arthur Hansen
Pamela Hartnell
Emily Hathcoat
Harriet Hausman
Tara Havlicek
Kaleen Healey

Ann Heaton

Marissa Heffler
Carole Heiman-Kezios
Esther Helding
Kathleen Henrikson
Elizabeth Hereford

Dr. Valerie Herr
Joyce Hill and Liz Schultz
Debbra Hill
Raschele Himalaya
Juan Hindo
Greg Hinz
Denice Hizel
Ashley Holman
Raymond Holpuch
Alan Hommerding
Kitty Hopper
Jeremy Hornik
Lizabeth Huey
Jocelyn Hurley
Syed Husain
Ruth A. Huston
Peter Irwin
Christine Ivy
Chris Jabin
Kristine and Daniel James
Jennifer Jankowski
Nora Jaskowiak
Ryan Jensen
Cheryl Johns
Bari Johnson
Holly Johnson
Klare Johnson
Marta Johnson
Sandra Johnson
Sarah Johnson
Betsy Johnston
Emma Juettner
Ben Kaczmarski
May Kaewken
Fasukuwa Kamanda
Philip Kaplan
Devorah Kaufman
Sheila Keeshin
Leroy H. Keiser
Emily Keller
Janet Keller
Zach Kelly
Magdalena Kipiniak
Ryan Kirby
Matthew Klinger
Bruce Klink
Mary E. Kmet
Sherri Kovar and Mary Jean
Kraybill
Poornima Krodel



Chris Lambert

Dirk and Mary B. Landis
Mia Lansford

Cindy Larson

Janet Lawrence
Diane Lawrence
James Lee

Alexa Lee-Hassan
Jonathan Levin
Lawrence Lindisch
Sarah Litow

Amanda Logan

Julie and Daniel Long
Brian Lowenberg
Kevin Lustrip
Sabrina Lynch
Jaquelin Lynn
Kathleen Macko
Alexander Mailhot-Beutel
Krista Majewski
Thomas Mallidi
Steve and Joan Marasovish
Janet Martin

Maggie and Mario E. Martinez
Doretta Marwin

Lee Mason

Philip Matsikas

Allie Mattingly

Tracy Mayfield

Elly McCarthy

Kevin McDonald
Anne McDonough
Mary Mclnnis

Mary Kate Mclntyre
Katherine McMillen
Mary McPolin

Lisa McWeeny

Jean Mellinger
Melissa Meredith
Diane Meyer

Melissa Mickey
Walter and Leslie Mikol
Laura Milewski

Chris Miller

Dan Miller

Kimberly Miller

Ellen Moderhack

Pat Monnelly

Aida S. Montano
Catherine Morris
Samantha Mowrer
Gale Munson

Carolyn Murray

Cecelia Myers

Todd Nadenichek
Ximena Narvaja

Sarah Nash

Donald Nekrosius

Lisa and Victor Neneroff
Katherine Nolan
Franklin Nussbaum
Katherine O Brien

Mary O’Connell

Virginia O’Malley
Nathaniel Orr-Depner
Kelsey Orsini

Tammy Owins

Tania Pacheco

Lakshmi Palakurthy
Jessica Pasato

Mehul and Reema Patel
Maria and Kenneth Peterson
Jeff Petertil

Elizabeth Phelan
Elizabeth B. Phillips
Gina Piccioni

Irene and James Pillars
Joan Pomaranc
Maureen and Larry Powers
Margaret Pratt

Dr. Richard Prinz and Mrs. Lori Prinz
Jennifer Ptak

Brian Quistberg
Therese Radke

Preethi Raghupatruni
Arnold Randall

Terri Reardon

Melody Reels

Ashley Remegi

Teresa Reuter

Kathleen Rice

Noma Richardson
Sharon Ricksecker Brauer
Patricia Rink

Elena Rizzo

Joanne Rizzo

Karen Roddie

Angela Roderick
Matthew Rodgers

Diane Rodriguez
Victoria Rodriguez
Renee Roeschley

Julie Rose

Robert Rosen

Susan Rosendahl

Laura Rosholt

Max Rothstein

Andrew Rowe

Eunita Rushing

Tanya Sadagopan

Beth and Ralph Sair

Diane Sakai-Furuta

Aaron Schaer

Brian and Susan Schanning

Ellen Schubert

Jenn Schumacher

Andrea Schwartz

Susan H. Schwartz and Charles P.
Schwartz

Carrie Schwarz

Janet Seefeldt

Rich Sekulovski

Mary Senn

Gina Sennello

Julie Shapiro

Jeanine Sheehan

Rachel Sheinkop

Jason Sheperis

Cara Sherrard Blesch

Karen Shimmin

Edie Showel

Carol Shuford

Ellen Shwatal

Alina Sigmond

Leslie B. Simon

Annie Simpson

Linda Simpson

Lindsay Sisti

Wan Situ

Ranell Sleman

Barbara Slivnick

Meika Slotsema

Mairita Smiltars

Abigail Smith

Erin Smock

Haris Sofradzija

Emily Souza Rutkowski

Mary Spyropolous

Jean Stapleton and Krista Friedman

Katherine Steere

Mary L. Stewart



Marie Stringer and Jameson Zaerr
Tom and Betsy Stringer

Amy Strong

Mosmi Surati

Dominic Surya

Joseph and Laura Svik

Kenneth Swiatkowski and Valerie L Schoen
Aurora Taber and Kevin Plattner
Lynn and Thomas Taylor

Rose Taylor

Vernell Taylor

Brad Teckenbrock

Dr. Poonam Thaker

Lois and Brian Thiessen Love
Caroline Thomas

Jeanette Thomas

Jesse Thomas

Gail Thompson

Megan Thompson

Rodney E. Thompson and Carol Thompson
Stephanie Thompson

Janine Tollestrup

Alma Torret

Brenda Tudor

Neal Ungerleider

Maureen Vachta

Barbara VanScoyoc

Mary and Jim Vieregg

Beth Vlerick

Elizabeth Wakefield-Connell
Bonnie L. Wallace

Ann Wallis

Madeleine Walsh and Benjamin Balskus
Justin Ware

Lydia Wasniewski

Benjamin J. Weber

Karen Webster

Gary and Marilyn Wenzel

Emily Weseman

Kristina White

Sarah White

Michael and Margaret Wierzbicki
Rebecca Willard

Ann Williams

Hope Williams

Trinisa Williams

Megan Williams-Freimel

Larry Wise

Virginia Witucke

Andy Xiao

Lori Yoder

Josh Yomtoob

Susan Zabriskie

Alanna Zaritz

Judy Zollner

Dorothy and Dan Zukoski
Claire Zulkey

2024-2025 Major Donors

Corporations, Foundations
and Government

$100,000+

Anonymous Fund of Central
Indiana Community Foundation
Chicago Park District
Department of Cultural Affairs
and Special Events (DCASE)
lllinois Department of Commerce
and Economic Opportunity
(DCEO)

John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation

$25,000 to $49,999
Anonymous

Bank of America Foundation
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund
PNC Foundation

$10,000 to $24,999
Anonymous

Amazon Corporation

The Conagra Brands Foundation
Disney/ABC7

Dontrey Britt-Hart of Denim and
Damask

Dr. Scholl Foundation

Enterprise

lllinois Arts Council Agency

IMC Chicago Charitable
Foundation

JPMorgan Chase Bank

National Endowment for the Arts
Peoples Gas Community Fund
Polsinelli



S&C Electric Company
Sacks Family Foundation
William Blair and Company
Wintrust Bank

$5,000 to $9,999

Adobe, Inc

Allied World Insurance

Blue Cross Blue Shield of lllinois
The Bluhm Family Foundation
Empty Bottle Presents

Fortitude Re

Frank G. and Gertrude Dunlap Fund
Griffith Foods

Jocarno Fund

PNC Bank

$2,500 to $4,999

Anonymous

After School Matters

Euromonitor International

Fifth Third Bank Chicago

JMB Insurance

Loretto Hospital Foundation

Onyx Strategic Partners

Vera Creative

William and Mary Davis Foundation

$1,000 to $1,999

Anonymous

The Brattle Group

Chiditarod Foundation

East Bank Storage

Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Andrew and Maria Smith Family
Foundation

$500 to $999
Alas

Kerin Bente Neighborhood
Remodelers

Box, Inc.

Conagra Brands

Deloitte

Digital Pollen

Elara Engineering

Invenergy
McQuade Financial Group
Salesforce

VML Foundation
Warner Bros Discovery

$240 to $499
Corgan Associates

National Christian Foundation
Chicago
Open Water

Individuals

$25,000 to $49,999
The Estate of Virginia Beatty

Nancy Dee Brandes and Dee Family
Foundation

$10,00 to $24,999
Anonymous

Mary Clare and Joe Bonaccorsi
Dontrey Britt-Hart

ComEd

Elinor Escamilla

William Escamilla

$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous (3)
Stephanie Martinez
Diana Palomar
Elizabeth A.Shope
Erika Summers

$2,500 to $4,999
Anonymous
CornellBarnett

Nina Barnett

Renee Betzelos

Cathy M.Harth
SamanthaJones

Betsy & Jeffrey Kushen
Paul A. Levy* and Mia Park
PhyliciaManley

Jennie Myers

Angie Ostrowski

Julie & Kenny Sacks

Amanda Williams

Sara Zimmerman & Peter
Schlossman

$1,000 to $1,999

Anonymous

Sandra JoAllen & S. James
Perlow

Angela Brock-Kyle & Bernard
Kyle

LauraFerrell & Grant Riedesel

Tim Garnett & Peter Slaymaker

Nick Hemmingsen

ElizabethT.Kane

Richard Li

Michelle Mellea & Thomas Inglin

Gina & Terry Mullen

Carolyn & Peter Pereira

Aaron Robinson

Diane Sakai-Furuta

Paul W.Schroeder & Terri
Schroeder

Geoffrey Smith & Catherine
Stewart

Lynn & Kevin Sutton

AlexanderTievsky and Jeffrey
Paulatti

Jen & Bob Van Valkenburg

$500 to $999

Gerald W. Adelmann

Richard Assmus & Leah Welty

SheriBartelstein

Kristopher Brown & Jacqueline
Ivey-Brown

Nathaniel P. Clapp

KarishmaDesouza

Edward Dumoulin

Eliza & Timothy Earle

Craig Freedman

Gwyn Friend

Edna Gray

John & Julie Hansen

Alyssa Hemmingsen

*deceased



Debbra Hill

William B.Hinchliff
Tyler Hutton

Barbara AnnHuyler
Megan Jeyifo

Kris Johnson

Judy & John Keller
Katherine Laggos
Richard Lightburn
Ashley Rhett Lindsay
Sara & Steven Loevy
Lee Mason

David & Carolyn May
Frank McNichols
Margaret Miller
Katherine Morsbach
Gina Mullen

Nancy Needles & Arne Rode

Andrew Nieland
Maria & Michael Ochs
Virginia Olsen

Caryle Perlman
Bridget & Mark Purdome
John Raffetto

Michele Richard

Julia Robinson

Judy & Tom Scorza
Meika Slotsema
Sabine B. Sobek
Andrew Spatafora
Deanna Ver Steeg
Eugene Wedoff

Hak Wong

$240 to $499
Sue Altmann
Nina Aversa
Leslie Ballantyne
Rufus Barner
Elizabeth Basile
Kate Taylor
Jennifer Bell
David & Nicole Berger
Richard Bingham
Jennifer Breckner
Bridget Broderick
Caroline Brown

Linda Brummer-Welsh & Michael Welsh

Amy Buczko

Gwennetta Butler

Del Cahill

Martrice Caldwell

Barbara A. Carney & Paul F. Engleman

Lisa Centone Curci

Susan Chaplik

Beverly Chapman Peak-Ryzex

Avis Crasko

Tanya Davis

Jill & Robert Delaney

Judith Deogracias

Pankaj Dhawan

Lisa Dieter

Atticus Doman

Vera Douma

Edward English & Anna Wiencrot

Amy Erbach

Erin Farlow

Hannah Flatau

Sol Flores

Carolyn Fortman

Susan & Paul Freehling

Martin Gawne

Michael L. Gelber

Lynn Gendleman

Meredith George

Peter Ginn

Jacqueline Gist

Candice Goldstein & Abraham Steinberg

Carolyn Grant

Anna Haghgooie

Emily Hathcoat

Kaleen Healey

Rhonda Heatley

Ann Heaton

Pam Hennessy

Dave & Valerie Hough

Rose M. Houston

Mark D. Hudson & Russell N. Johnson

Syed Husain

Indian Prairie Community Unit School -
Metea Valley High School Chinese Club

Michelle Johnson

Lorraine Kells

Harpreet Khera

Kathleen Kirn & David Levinson

Alan Kozlowski
Marianne Kozlowski
Lauren Krpan

Dirk and Mary B. Landis
Drena Lanier

Jerome & Jan Loew
Hadasah Maddela
Jessica Malkin

Josh Malkin

Djana Martin

Jennifer Mason
Cynthia Mathews
Leah McGregory

Kay & Robert Merrick
Walter & Leslie Mikol
Anne Najdowski
Robert E. Nied Jr.
Kristen Ohara
Barbara & Robert Perkaus
Irene & James Pillars
David Porter

Harper Reed

John Roach

Deborah Rogers
Robert Rosen

Julia Sarron

Lynne & Ralph Schatz
Celine Schroeder

Gail Schumann
Claudia Sedath
Jennifer Shanahan
Jeanine Sheehan
Neha Sheng

Leah Sibbio Blue
Mary Spyropoulos
Dana Lee & Bill Sterbens
Nicole Ten Eyck

Bryan Vanderwarker Seedhouse

Jessica & Bryan Wain
Barbara Weiner

Sean Wiedel

Karen Wilcher

Jenny Wise



Volunteer Partners

16 on Center

ALAS

Americorps

Bank of America

The Brattle Group

Cisco Meraki

Conagra Brands

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu
Limited

Elara Engineering

Fortitude Re

Griffith Foods Inc.

Hoerr Schaudt

IMC

Ivy Hall

Jesse Brown VA Veterans

Northwestern Mutual

Salesforce

Southside Occupational
Academy

UIC - Retzky College of
Pharmacy

VML

Warner Bros. Discovery

Community Partners

345 Art Gallery

A Midwest Movement Project

Advocates for Urban Agriculture

Al Raby High School

Austin Coming Together

Austin Community Food Co-Op

Austin Green Team

Blacks in Green

Bobby E. Wright Comprehensive
Behavioral Health Center

Breakthrough Urban Ministries

BUILD

Chicago Area Origami Society

Chicago Arts & Music Project

Chicago Bonsai Club

Chicago Community Gardeners
Association

Chicago Park District Nature Play
Specialists

Chicago West Community Music Center
(CWCMC)

Corinthian Temple COGIC

Daley Branch of CPL

Douglass Branch of CPL

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boys & Girls
Club

Earth’s Remedies

The Farm on Ogden

Fathers Who Care

Field Notes

Fifth City Rising LLC

Forest Preserve District

Garfield Park Community Council (GPCC)

Garfield Park Rite to Wellness

Genevive Elementary

Habilitative Systems, Inc.

The Hatchery

Industrial Council of Nearwest Chicago
(ICNC)

Inspiration Kitchen

Institute for Nonviolence Chicago

Juvenile Protection Association

Lab on Lake

Latino Outdoors

Laura Ward Elementary

Lawndale AMACHI Mentoring Program
(LAMP)

Lawndale Christian Development
Corporation

Lawndale Christian Health Center

Lawndale Pop-Up Spot

Legler Branch of CPL

Leif Ericson Elementary

Let Us Breathe Collective

Lettuce Entertain You

LISC Chicago

Marillac St. Vincent Family Services



Metropolitan Family Services

Griffith Museum of Science &
Industry

Near West Side CDC

Neighbor-Space

New Covenant Community
Development Corporation

New Mission Temple

New Moms Chicago

Oak Park Regional Housing
Center

Old Town School of Folk Music

One Earth Local

Openlands/TreeKeepers

OWLS Leadership School

Peace Runners

Project Exploration

Resurrection Project

Revolution Workshop

Rush University Medical Center

Safer Foundation

Shedd Aquarium

Sweet Beginnings — North

Lawndale Employment Network

Telpochcalli Arts Elementary

The Encompassing Center

UCAN

University of lllinois Extension

Urban Canopy

West Garfield Park Legacy
Families

West Side United

West Town Bikes

Westside Health Authority

Westside Justice Center

In-Kind Partners

Beatrix

Bee’s Wrap

Beyond Catering
Bonaccorsi Wine Company
Boxed Water

Christy Webber & Company
Eli’'s Cheesecake

éma

Field Notes

First Ascent Climbing & Fitness
Foursided

Goya

Jesse’s Gelato

Lena Rose Beauty

Logan Square Acupuncture
Martini & Rossi

Marz Community Brewing Company
Music Box Theater

Nebula 9 Vodka

Pizzeria Portofino

Robert Rosen

Sprout Home

St. Germain

Swoon

TraFra

Uncle Nearest

Wolfbait & B-Girls



Board of Directors

BOARD OFFICERS
John Harris, Chair

Mary Clare Bonaccorsi, Vice Chair
Peter Schlossman, Secretary
Kristin McLaurin, Treasurer

BOARD MEMBERS
David Bacon
Cornell Barnett

Cristina Vera Bridges

Jason Campbell
Wilonda Cannon
Amy Carnahan
Elinor Escamilla
Megan Jeyifo
Paul Labonne
Gloria Materre
Reggie Moore
Mary Nelson
Diana Palomar
Andrew Spatafora
Erika Summers
Kyle Welter
Amanda Williams

Staff Leadership Team

Leadership

HONORARY MEMBERS

Teresa M. Alvarez
Levette Haynes
Paul Levy*

Alan Lindquist
Jacqueline McKay
Margo Morris

Dr. Gwendolyn Rogers*
Karen Seamen
John A. Shea*
Scott Sonoc

Gail Thompson
*Deceased

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

Cathy Breitenbach
Director of Natural Resources, Chicago Park District

Mary Eysenbach
Director of Conservatories, Chicago Park District

Jennifer Van Valkenburg
President & CEO, Garfield Park Conservatory Alliance

Community Advisory Board

Briahna Gatlin — CEO & Principal Publicist, Swank PR & Media Relations Specialist,
TEN35

Ashley Goggins — Director of Professional Learning Products, EL Education

Corey Dooley Johnson — Entrepreneur, Community Corey LLC & Community
Ecosystem Coordinator, Project Exploration.

Jermaine Harris — District Field Lieutenant, Chicago Police Department & Co-
Founder, Community Leadership Fellows (CLF) & Vice Chairman of Racial Profiling
Prevention and Data Oversight Board, State of lllinois

« Calice Robins — Treasury Advisor, BMO Harris Bank

« Eve Shapiro - Sr. Director of Programs and Evaluation, West Side United
« Vivian Radford — Accountant, Resident

e Trinisa Williams — CEO & Chef, Trini's Tasty Pastries

« Metasha Young — Chicago Police Department, CLF Alumni

Tonya Brooks — Director of Finance and Administration

Keta Glenn — Director of Nature Education

Chris Oloroso — Director of Retail & Visitor Services

Marie Stringer — Director of Development & Communications
Jennifer Van Valkenburg — President & CEO

Mattie Wilson — Senior Director of Public Engagement



VISIT

300 N. Central Park Ave.
Chicago, IL 60624

Wednesday 10am-8pm
Thursday — Sunday 10am-5pm
Closed Monday and Tuesday

garfieldconservatory.org
visitors@garfieldpark.org
773-638-1766

GET INVOLVED

VOLUNTEER

Plant yourself here. Learn
more about ongoing or
corporate group opportunities.

volunteering@garfieldpark.org

GIVE

Support the power of
equitable nature access
with a membership, annual
fund gift, sponsorship and
more.

donations@garfieldpark.org


https://www.google.com/maps/place/300+N+Central+Park+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60624/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x880e32b7f3180569:0x279e9dcbd4d362d2?sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwipr9KLso3OAhVs0YMKHetFB9UQ8gEILTAC
https://www.google.com/maps/place/300+N+Central+Park+Ave,+Chicago,+IL+60624/@41.8864959,-87.7200107,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x880e32b7f3180569:0x279e9dcbd4d362d2!8m2!3d41.8864959!4d-87.717822
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	ACCESSIBILITY
	In early 2025, GPCA provided staff with an option to learn American Sign Language through the Lingvano app. About half of our public-facing staff are actively learning ASL to be more inclusive to visitors  who use ASL to communicate. In addition, every single flower show  and heritage highlight was in both English and Spanish: establishing  bi-lingual signage as a standard at the Conservatory going forward.

	URBAN AGRICULTURE RESOURCES


	968
	1,749
	We grew, harvested and donated 2,328 pounds of produce! Donation partners include the Garfield Park Community Council’s Neighborhood Market, Breakthrough Fresh Market and West Humboldt Farmers Market. We also propagate and donate seedlings to help other community-based organizations jumpstart their seasonal growing operations.
	MUSIC UNDER GLASS
	We hosted three Music Under Glass concerts this summer featuring Dreamer Isioma, Mykele Deville and Son Monarcas, three powerful West Side artists reshaping the sound of Chicago.
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	MEMORY CAFÉ
	We’re also grateful for our partnership with the City of Chicago’s Department of Family and Social Services and the Chinese American Service League to make the Memory Café a reality.  These organizations have been wonderful partners, and help provide further resources & support to the program participants – thanks to their guidance, GPCA has successfully run two memory cafés with very positive responses from participants.
	We hope to increase the number of Memory Cafés throughout the year and increase participation. We understand that our program is not a replacement for medical care, but we are happy to provide a space to experience nature, art, movement, and community building for those in need of care and caring for loved ones.
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	90%
	URBAN ROOTS TEEN ENVIRONMENTAL  JUSTICE PROGRAM: MEET LONDON

	London Ruffin
	What will you miss about Urban Roots?
	All the connections with people at the Conservatory and having an accessible, easy to get to job to go to after school.

	What are your plans after high school?
	Will you continue your relationship with GPC&G in some way after graduating?
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	garfieldconservatory.org visitors@garfieldpark.org 773-638-1766
	Support the power of equitable nature access with a membership, annual fund gift, sponsorship and more.
	Plant yourself here. Learn more about ongoing or corporate group opportunities.





